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BACON, Conrad                                                                

Sergeant, 8931 

7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 9th August 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 

 
Conrad Bacon was born on the 24th February 1896 at 13 Union Square in Haverhill, 
and baptised on 13th September 1897 at St Mary’s church.  He was the only son of 
Abraham & Clara Bacon and had four surviving younger sisters, Olive, Kitty Irene, Ethel 
and Kathleen.  Abraham had worked as a rope worker and hair weaver, and by 1911 
Clara was working at home as a machinist for a clothing factory, presumably Gurteens.  
Clara was a Haverhill girl, whose father Thompson Whiffing was a painter. 
 
Abraham was born in Haverhill, but his father Joseph Bacon was a labourer born in 
Steeple Bumpstead, with his mother Johanna Clagden having roots in Gt. Bradley.  The 
family moved around town from Sturmer to Burton End, then Parson’s Yard. 
 
In 1911 Conrad, then 15 years old, was living with his parents at 31 Crowland Road and 
working as a grocer’s errand boy.   
 
Conrad enlisted at Haverhill in 1914 joining the 2nd Suffolk Regiment and was on the 
Roll of Honour of local men serving their King and Country, published in the South-West 
Suffolk Echo of 26th September 1914.  He was promoted first to corporal and then to 
sergeant, Service No. 8931 of the 7th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 
 
Final training for the 7th Battalion was undertaken near Aldershot from the 20th of 
February 1915, with the cavalry, motor machine gun battery, sanitary and veterinary 
sections joining. They proceeded to France landing at Boulogne and underwent 
instruction from the more experienced 48th (South Midland) Division before taking over 
a section of the front line at Ploegsteert Wood on the 23rd June 1915.  
 
On receiving a parcel from the local Women’s Patriotic Working Party in May 1915 he 
wrote “Thank you very much indeed for the parcel which contained a wool vest, one pair 
of socks and a wool body belt. They will be very handy to me in every way.” 
 
The 7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment was in action 
in The Battle of Loos from the 30th September, 
often under heavy artillery fire, after which the 
men earned a short but well-deserved rest before 
returning to the front line north of La Bassee canal 
at Givenchy. On the 19th January 1916 they 
began a period of training in Open Warfare before 
returning to the front line at Loos on the 12th 
February 1916.  
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After further training in June they went into the reserve in readiness for action in the 
Battle of the Somme. They relieved the 8th Division at Ovillers-la-Boisselle on 1st July 
and attacked at 3.15 the following morning with mixed success. On the 7th they 
attacked again and despite suffering heavy casualties they succeeded in capturing and 
holding the first and second lines close to Ovillers. They were withdrawn to Contay on 
the 9th July but back in action in The Battle of Pozieres on the 3rd of August with a 
successful attack capturing 4th Avenue Trench. They were engaged in further heavy 
fighting and were again withdrawn on the 9th August but not before Conrad received 
fatal wounds.  
 

The Echo of 2nd September 1916 carried the 
news that:  
 
Mr Abraham Bacon of 31 Crowland Rd, 
received official intimation that his son, Sergt. 
Conrad Bacon, of the Suffolk Regt., died at the 
Front on the 9th August as a result of wounds 
received in action. The deceased soldier who 
was only 20 years of age, had a most promising 
future before him. He was in the Army prior to 
the outbreak of war, and in all was at the Front 
three times extending over a period of about 
two years. He had been previously wounded, 
returning to his Regiment on recovery. 
 

Conrad’s name is on the memorial stone at both the West 
End Congregational Church and the Old Independent 
Church where Haverhill men who died in the Great War 
are remembered.   
 
Like so many other men without a known grave, Conrad is 
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. (photo courtesy 

of CWGC) 

 

 
 
At the unveiling of the War 
Memorial a wreath was 
inscribed:  
 
In ever-loving memory of our 
dear son & brother, 
Sergeant Conrad Bacon 
from Father, Mother & 
Sisters. 
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Conrad’s parents and sister Kitty moved to Coventry, but all three were killed during the 
devastating bombing of the city on 16th September 1940 when a German bomber 
collided with a barrage balloon and then crashed onto their home at 67 Wallace Road. 

Their names are recorded in the Civilian War Dead Roll of Honour 1939 – 1945 held in 
Westminster Abbey. (The Roll consists of seven leather-bound volumes containing the 
printed details of 66,375 fatalities. The books are kept just outside the entrance to St 
George’s Chapel at the west end of Westminster Abbey.) 


